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Quantico Cyber Hub Celebrates Their Grand Opening

The Quantico Cyber Hub (QCH) Grand Opening was recently held at the Quantico Corporate Center, directly adjacent to Marine Corps Base Quantico. Several hundred guests attended the event. Formal welcomes and congratulations were offered by U.S. Congressman Wittman, Former USMC Commandant’s Gen Gray and Gen Jones and the current Deputy Commandant for Information, LtGen Reynolds. The QCH was inspired and developed by Cesar Nader, the founder and CEO of X Corp Solutions who now occupy the top floor of the Center. 

The QCH is also the home of the Cyber Bytes Foundation (CBF), a Virginia nonprofit 501c3 focused on Cyber Education, Innovation and Outreach to close the workforce gap in Cyber and technology jobs.  The Foundation hopes to increase STEM and Cyber programs in schools and to bring the knowledge of Cyber and related technologies to rural communities and the under-represented. Nader explains that the QCH is a truly “Agnostic” cyber environment, where professionals can collaborate, cross-pollinate, and seed projects to advance the accelerated implementation of Cyber Technologies. The QCH will be able to attract grants, contracts, donations and other business opportunities to meet its mission. 

The QCH is within one of Stafford’s two HUBZones and is considered the largest HUBZone-based investment in Cyber Security in the Commonwealth with a total investment of $10M thus far. HUBZones (Historically Underutilized Business Zones), offer small businesses the opportunity to gain preferential access to federal procurement opportunities. 

“This facility and the programming at the Quantico Cyber Center is another component that makes Stafford the Center of Cyber and Smart Technologies,” says John Holden, Director of Economic Development and Tourism.  According to Holden, cyber is all about data security, as is “smart city” technologies.  There are a number of new training initiatives across Stafford, including those at the Center.  “We want to help foster those investments and new entrepreneurial development.”
 
The opening included guided tours of the new facilities, vendor information, Interactive Activities, Gaming, and Networking.  Registration is now open for the following courses: Council Certified Ethical Hacker (CEH); Certified Information System Security Professional (CISSP); Certified Secure Software Lifecycle Professional (CSSLP); CompTIA Network+ CE; and CompTIA Security+ CE. 

“The training and certification program is designed to make the entire range of cyber certifications more accessible to companies throughout the region,” said Kenneth L. Williams, Director of the Cyber Education and Training Academy. “We offer cutting edge training provided by InfoSec and industry experts right on-site in Quantico.”

For additional information and new course registration, visit: http://cyberbytesfoundation.org
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